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the characteristics of Thaddeus Stevens, or " Old Thad," as
he was called. Late in the war, or soon after its close, Mr.
Stevens introduced a bill to appropriate $800,000 to reim-
burse the State of Pennsylvania for expenses incurred in
repelling invasions and suppressing insurrections. The bill
was referred to the Committee on Appropriations, of which
Stevens was chairman. Without much delay and before the
holidays, Stevens reported the bill. There was some debate,
in which my colleague, Mr. Dawes, took part against the
bill. Finally, the House postponed the bill till after the holi-
days. During the recess I examined the question by mak-
ing inquiries at the War and Treasury departments, where
I found that authority existed for reimbursing States for all
expenditures actually made and for the payment of all troops
that had been mustered into the service. Thus the real pur-
pose of the bill was apparent. During the Antietam and
Gettysburg campaigns bodies of troops had been organized
for defence and expenses had been incurred by towns and
counties, but no actual service had been performed. It was
intended by the appropriation to provide for the payment of
these expenses. I prepared a brief and gave it to Mr. Dawes,
who used it in the debate. When it became apparent that the
bill would be lost, Cox rose and moved to insert after the
word Pennsylvania, the words Maryland, West Virginia,
Ohio, Indiana, Kentucky, Illinois, Missouri, Kansas and the
Territory of New Mexico. Also to strike out $800,000 and
insert ten million dollars. These amendments brought to
the support of the measure the members from all those States,
and the bill was passed. The Senate never acted upon it
1 was indignant at the action of the House, and I said to
Stevens, whose seat was near to mine: cc This is the most
outrageous thing that I have seen on the floor of the House"
Stevens doubled his fist but not in anger, shook it in my face
and said: " You rascal, if you had allowed me to have my